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Texas history

Introduction

When you start researching about Texas history you will find out that it always comes down to five different countries where each have had there time to affect today’s Texas. The five countries are most European countries or countries that have won their independence from earlier European countries. The first country or nationality is the American inhabitant: The Indians.

The Indians
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We do not know much about this Indians as we for example do about the inhabitants from European countries but something we do know is that the Indians in Texas is not very different from other regions in United States. They do lived on the nature but at the same time it was very important for them to only take what they really needed from the nature. If you compare their relationship to mother earth with a typical western-standard relationship to mother earth you will find very many different things. We all know that the American settlers eradicated the American Buffalo from earth. However the American settler had not lived with this animal for very long before they killed all of them but the Indians had lived a very long time with the Buffalo and they managed to handle them. This is just one example.

There were three different areas where different kinds of tribes hanged out. The Caddos were farmers and lived in the eastern inland while another group of Indians lived at the Gulf of Mexico. The Arkokisas, Attacapas, Bidais, Deadoses and Karankawas were 5 big tribes in that area. The third kind of tribes was the one living on the Great Plains in the west. . The Tonkawans, Apache, Comanche and Kiowa belonged to these plains and they depended directly on the American buffalo for basic needs.

But something happened around 1500. A mysterious nationality took control of this area. It was the first time they saw the Spanish settlers.

Spain

1519-1821
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Spain was the first European country who ruled Texas. The first Spanish settlers consisted of conquistadors and missionaries. The missionaries came to Texas to Christianize the people of Texas. But the conquistadors came for the new land where they wanted to find gold and other kinds of valuable resources.

The first person that arrived to Texas was a Spanish sea captain named Alvarez in 1519. However it took a very long time to colonize the new land. Not before 1598 was there any tries of officially make Texas a part of Spain and not before 1682 was the first permanent settlement raised.

Mexican leadership and the Republic of Texas

1821 - 1845
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Again something very drastic happened in this region. Mexico won their independence from Spain at 1821. Therefor was Texas a Mexican state now and the Americans in Texas were forced to accept the Mexican government. However there was a big problem. Texas really looked like an American outpost and many citizens did not like the Mexican government that much. And when Santa Anna became the leader of Mexico grew a big clash  “two forces” in Texas. The first one was Santa Anna and the Mexican Government and the other one were the Texans. When diplomatic solutions between the Mexican government and the Texans failed declared the Texans, Texas independence from Mexico. The upcoming civil war was very brutal but after some victory and losses on the battlefield the Mexicans left Texas and Texas became an independent state under the name Republic of Texas. Today Texas and Mexico are friendly neighbors. Texas leads the United States in exports to Mexico, and more than 4 million people of Hispanic descent live in Texas.

But the upcoming tasks for the new land was hard ones. They had to solve Texas boundary disputes, establishing a permanent capital, creating and issuing legal tender paying debts, selling land and defending their new land from Mexico. The answer was joining the Union. And so they did. Texas became at December 1845 the 28:th state to join the United States of America.

The Confederacy

1861 – 1865
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Texas stood on the South’s side in the great American civil war. The Confederacy was formed to officially make war on North’s States. We all know that all the major battles took place on the other side of the Mississippi river but even so many Texans was forced by their government to support the Confederacy in the Great American Civil War. Texas government was not as good during the war as many had hoped. There was a big shortage of coffee, medicine, clothing, shoes and other products. And when all the men were out on the field the women were left alone to defend their houses. However as we all know the Civil war ended in favor of the North’s side 1865 and Texas was at the 30:th of March a part of United States again.
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Texas is a today the leader in the technology industry. The disputes with Mexico are over for a long time ago and a lot of things are not the way it was back in the old Wild West.
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